AIRMAIL

STAMPS OF THE

SUDAN

This exhibit will provide a look at Sudan’s airmail stamps, whose history spans less
than 23 years.

Sudan’s first airmail stamps were three overprinted definitives released in February and
March of 1931. Six months later the Gordon Statue stamps began to appear. Over the
next 19 years they were reissued with different perforations and were also overprinted as
required by changing rates and shortages of necessary denominations. Two more
definitives were overprinted during World War II. Sudan’s final airmails were introduced
in 1950, but were in use for less than three years.

(Note that in this exhibit ten milliemes equal one piastre.)

Some of the more interesting items in the exhibit are the proofs and color trial essay
shown below, a first flight cover (p. 2), a pair of Graf Zeppelin covers (p. 5), two scarce
overprint varieties (p. 8), and three scarce perforation varieties (p. 12).
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Proofs of the Gordon Statue frame and vignette; a red color trial essay of
the overprint, position 18 from one of two panes of 50 to which this
overprint was applied (American Philatelic Society certificate).



Three definitives were overprinted for
airmail wusage by Thomas De La Rue and
Company, Limited, in February and March,
1931. The block shows a broken M (upper
right) and broken L (lower left). The
stamps were demonitized October 1, 1935.
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Above, commercial airmail to London, May 21, 1931. Below, the first
flight from Khartoum to London, 3p postage plus 15m for registration.
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The first eight regular airmail stamps were issued September 1, 1931.
The 3m and 23p values were issued January 1, 1933, and the 7ip and
10p values were issued October 17, 1935. The stamps were recess

printed by De La Rue in sheets of 50, perforated 14, with multiple
SG watermark.
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Above, commercial covers
to Nairobi via Malakal
(1934), and to Dublin
(1931); right, registered I

to Philadelphia via Shel- | Tasiadelphis
al-Halfa T.P.0. (1938); ; 7
below, to Chicago (1934). : x L
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Covers flown on the Graf Zeppelin's First (above) and Fourth (below) South
America Flights were both flown to Friedrichshafen via Berlin, and then car-
ried to Santos, Brazil via Sao Paulo on the Graf Zeppelin. (Both are ex
Fishbain, with APS certificate.)
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The 2p definitive was
overprinted by De La Rue
to meet the 2%p per 15
grams rate to Rhodesia,
issued July 18, 1932 and
withdrawn from service
December 31, 1932.

Six values were locally overprinted by McCorquodale and
Company in March and April, 1935, to meet revised rates
and shortages of some values.
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Double surcharge,

position 28 from the

unique pane of 50.
(APS certificate)

Inverted surcharge,

position 37 from the

unique pane of 50.
(APS certificate)
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Khartoum to Vienna, October 5, 1935, backstamped
Athens October 8 and Vienna October 20.




Eight values of the Gordon Statue airmails of 1931 - 1935
were reprinted in the same colors by De La Rue in 1936 -
1937. The perforation gauge was changed to 113 by 123.
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Khartoum to Athens at the 3p rate, July 28, 1938, with four Athens
backstamps. To the same addressee, with additional 2p for registration,
June 16, 1939, with French/Greek censor tape and Athens backstamp.



Shortages of needed values resulted in overprints, applied by De La Rue,
on the 23p (perf. 113 by 123%) and the 3%p, 73p, and 10p (perf. 14) values.
The stamps were issued July 1, 1938.
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Two sheets (100 stamps) of each of the 3%p, 73p, and 10p
values of the perf. 113 by 123 reissues received the over-
print. (APS certificate for each.)
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The 8p definitive was locally
overprinted on December 21,
e . 1940, specifically to meet the
= Rl airmail rate for military per-
: ‘M sonnel writing to England. The
5m was similarly overprinted on
February 9, 1941. Sales were
limited to four stamps per cus-
tomer, upon written application.
The stamps were demonitized on
May 15, 1941, and are not gen-
erally listed as airmails.
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Nicosia,
CYPRUS.

Above, a first day cover, July 1, 1938, to Nicosia via Cairo,
received July 7. Below, Omdurman to Austria, July 16, 1938,
via Shellal-Halfa T.P.0. No. 1.
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De La Rue prepared a new set of airmails, recess printed in sheets
of 50, perf. 12, issued July 1, 1950. The stamps were overprinted
S.G. for official use and issued on the same date.
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Top, Barclay's Bank correspondence, Port Sudan to Cyprus,
1951, backstamped in Khartoum and Nicosia. Bottom, folded
air letter, Torit to Canada, 1951, backstamped "Sudan Air
Mail" in Juba, backstamped in Khartoum.




